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MARY AIKENHEAD MINISTRIES 

“To act justly, to love tenderly and 
to walk humbly with your God”  
(Micah 6.8)

JusticeJustice
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Justice 
The values of Love, Justice, Compassion, Hope and 
Preferential Option for the Poor form the essential 
underpinnings of the work of Mary Aikenhead 
Ministries. These core values guide and inspire us.

However, we also need to constantly assess our 
actions against the challenges and standards inherent 
to a prayerful and considered response to them.

It is easy to use jargon to mask a lack of real response 
and action.

Justice can be an anodyne concept that is frequently 
introduced into discussion – there is often, for 
example, talk of a just society – and this can 
unthinkingly be taken by some to mean that “justice” 
has been achieved when in reality the journey to a 
just society has barely begun.

Micah teaches that what the Lord requires of us is 
to “act justly, to love tenderly and to walk humbly  
with your God” (Micah 6.8).

But what does acting justly really entail?

We cannot see justice as a form of punishment. 
Rather, we need to remember that God is righteous, 
upright and good but in addition, fair and equitable 
and so this is what He wants us to practice as Justice. 

He wants us to be fair and impartial and not 
judgemental. 

So in all our various ministries we need to always 
be fair and seeking equity for those with whom we 
work. This will often require advocacy and support 
for those unable to do this for themselves, for those 
who fall through society’s cracks.

Remembering that Justice isn’t about punishment 
but rather fairness, we need to assess our society and 
look for those who are not being treated fairly.

We live in a very human world so that often the 
needs and suffering of others are overlooked in the 
pursuit of power, position and wealth. It is up to us as 
followers of the God of Love and Justice to intervene 
to make this world more equitable. 

It can sometimes feel that God is not fair, maybe not 
just, and that in the words of Gerard Manly Hopkins 
He “lets sinners’ ways prosper”. Indeed some may 
appear to “prosper” in this life at the expense of 
others.

However, real prosperity or success is not earthly 
riches but is a life well lived which leads us to our 
heavenly reward. And a life well lived can only be 
achieved by us being just to our fellow human beings.

This striving for fairness and justice has been at the 
heart of the Mission of the Sisters of Charity here 
in Australia. From when they first landed on these 
shores, they have seen a need and answered it, as 
they ministered to the poor, sick and marginalised. 
Urged by the love of Christ they have continually 
sought justice and equity for those in need. We, in 
Mary Aikenhead Ministries, need to continue to be 
people who care enough to take action. 

In an unfair world we should be a stabilising force 
helping to make the world a more equitable place to 
live in. We should strive for justice.
 

Mr Richard Haddock AO  
Chair, Mary Aikenhead Ministries

Open Support 30th Anniversary
On 29 September 2020 I had the pleasure of 
attending a reception at Government House 
in celebration of the 30th Anniversary of Open 
Support. The event was hosted by Her Excellency 
The Honourable Margaret Beazley AC QC, Governor 
of NSW Governor and Mr Denis Wilson.

The Governor has a strong commitment to 
social justice and was very pleased to be able to 
acknowledge the work done by Open Support over 
the last thirty years. 

Due to the restrictions imposed by COVID-19, the 
Governor’s opportunities to support and encourage 

work for the disadvantaged and marginalized has 
been limited and although we were unable to have 
as many at the Reception as would normally be 
the case, it was still a meaningful celebration. The 
Sisters’ Mission continues through the work of Open 
Support and it was important that this was at the 
core of our celebrations and it is the motivation of 
our supporters and staff.

We are appreciative that the Governor made it 
possible to celebrate this commitment.

Mr Richard Haddock AO  
Chair, Mary Aikenhead Ministries
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Open Support 30th Anniversary

Open Support reception at Government House NSW
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St Vincent’s Private Hospital     
Northside

On Saturday 17 October 2020 Gary Humphrys and I 
attended the Blessing Ceremony of the new Hybrid 
Operating Theatre at the St Vincent’s Private Hospital 
Northside (SVPHN) in Chermside, Qld. The blessing 
of the hybrid operating theatre by Archbishop 
Coleridge marked a significant day for the hospital’s 
investment in its newest procedural space.  Special 
guest, Suzette Clarke rsc from the Sisters of Charity 
Australia, Father Chima Ofor, and Sr Angela Remi 
SSpS and Sr Philomena Mathew SSpS from the Holy 
Spirit Sisters were also present.  The installation of 
the new hybrid operating theatre was funded by the 
hospital as part of a major $11 million development 
project.

The theatre is equipped with advanced medical 
imaging devices (devices usually found in a 
radiology suite or catheter laboratory). It combines 
the advantages of an operating theatre with high-
end imaging to allow multidisciplinary teams of 
cardiologists, radiologists, surgeons and nurses to 
treat patients requiring complex surgical work.

The theatre will be equipped with a robotic C-arm 
imaging device, which will enable and facilitate pre-
procedural planning, intraoperative guidance along 
with immediate assessment regardless of a patient’s 
condition or procedural complexity. When in motion, 
the robotic C-arm imaging device can be moved over 
or under any part of a patient’s body delivering three-
dimensional, high-definition imaging. Surgeons can 
observe the progress and accuracy of their work on 
monitors in theatre in real-time.

As Venarable Mary Aikenhead said, “Never see a 
need without doing something about it.”  The new 
hybrid theatre within the hospital continues the 
tradition of care by the Sisters of Charity Australia.
                                                                                                        
Prof. Michael Drew
Trustee, Mary Aikenhead Ministries

Blessing of the Hybrid Operating Theatre by 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge

L to R: Prof. Michael Drew, Suzette Clark rsc, Archbishop Mark Coleridge, Fr Chima Ofor,  
Mr Gary Humphrys
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St Vincent’s Private Hospital     
Northside

On 2 November 2020 Michael Drew and I had the 
pleasure of attending the official opening of the 
Clive Berghofer Wing at St Vincent’s Private Hospital 
Toowoomba.  The timing/providence was quite amazing 
in this the Centenary Year of Sisters in Toowoomba, a 
year of a global pandemic and All Souls Day. 

Upon the shoulders of those before us, in Spirit with the 
generosity and effort of those of today in continuing 
to bring a healing and loving Light to the community.  
Proceedings began with a traditional smoking ceremony 
led by the Nguluwa Dhiyaan group of dancers.  These 
young men included local Traditional owners who are 
employed as rangers looking after the Bunya Mountains 
country.  

Local Bishop Robert McGuckin blessed the new space 
and led the gathered dignitaries and staff in prayer.  Both 
Bishop McGuckin and Dr Andrew Parkin reminded all 
who gathered that compassion and high quality care 
delivered by staff were an essential addition to the new 
state of the art facilities. It was a privilege to officially 
open the facility on behalf of Mary Aikenhead Ministries. 

In sharing with those gathered I was able to connect the 
legacy of the Sisters of Charity with the present and future.  
A number of speakers paid tribute to the leadership of 
Ms Kathryn McKeefry, CEO of the hospital.  All of this 
would not have been possible without a very generous 
donation by local philanthropist Clive Berghofer AM.  
Harnessing the generosity of local community members 
continues a tradition established by founding Sister of 
Charity Mother Mary Canice Bruton 100 years ago.  

All Saints Day reminds us of the call to carry the hope 
and peace of Christ in our daily lives.  All Souls Day is a 
time to remember with gratitude those who have gone 
before us.  May all who care for, and all who receive care 
in this new facility be inspired by the vision and legacy of 
Mary Aikenhead.

Mr Gary Humphrys
Trustee, Mary Aikenhead Ministries

L to R: Suzette Clark rsc, Mr Gary Humphrys, Ms Anne Cross AM

St Vincent’s Private Hospital     
Toowoomba 
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St Vincent’s Private Hospital     
Griffith
At the invitation of Tim Daniel, CEO of St Vincent’s 
Private Hospital, on Friday 13 November, I visited St 
Vincent’s Private Hospital in Griffith. This was to coincide 
with the visit and blessing by the newly appointed 
Bishop of that area, Bishop Mark Edwards.

Also at the blessing were Fr Darryl Mackie and members 
of the St Vincent’s staff at Griffith including Gabrielle 
Wood, General Manager and Director of Clinical 
Services. Several of the Trustees had met with Gabrielle 
at a recent Zoom virtual visit.

Prior to the blessing I had the chance to meet the staff 
and tour the Hospital. During the meeting with staff, at 
which Tim Daniel and Father Darryl were present, we 
also heard of the mission activity they are undertaking 
including in palliative care. Assoc. Prof. Bernadette 
Tobin has visited the hospital on occasions to conduct 
ethics discussions and Fr Darryl tries to visit a few times 
each year.

I also met with the Mayor and General Manager of 
Griffith Council who are very supportive of our work 
in Griffith as well as a major financial supporter of the 
hospital, Mr Roy Spagnolo.

Whilst the hospital is not yet profitable and has been 
impacted by COVID-19, it is now increasing revenue 
and hopes to be at least break even in the coming 
years. It has a good relationship with the adjoining 
Griffith Base Hospital which incidentally is to be rebuilt 
over the next couple of years.
                                                                                                        
Mr Richard Haddock AO
Chair, Mary Aikenhead Ministries

Mr Richard Haddock and Fr Darryl Mackie with 
the SVPHG team

During my life I have met so many people with a gentle, 
caring and loving heart though often of steel fibre. This 
has been the case in 2020 as we have lived in a different 
world context to any other year in my life. We have all 
experienced a new meaning to being human and both 
the fragility and strength that is part of being human.

One of those who have impacted my life told me, 
“God doesn’t cause these things to happen, but when 
He hears He tries to help as best He can.” (Michele, 
1990). Thus, it has been in 2020 and it may continue 
into 2021. In these and other challenging times I have 
leaned on these words looking for and accepting God’s 
outreached hand.

At this time of the year with Christ-mas approaching 
I have taken a moment to think of Christ’s presence 
about me in 2020. 

Christ knew joy and love, pain and suffering and death 
- as a man. In all times, He continues to walk with us in 
each person we meet.

So in 2020, as a Trustee of Mary Aikenhead Ministries, 
I have looked for and been supported by Christ in all 
people across the ministries - in those who work and 
those who enter our ministries. Christ’s love and care is 
there for me in Jo, Darlene, Darryl, Amy, Clare, Marg, 
Paul, Fiona, Chris, Troy, Liz, Angela, and the names 
continue...

Christ is there in the cleaners, clinicians, researchers, 
teachers, College students, outreach staff, paramedics, 
our community Elders, kitchen staff, nurses, 
receptionists, chaplains... and in the gift of the presence 
of the poor, marginalised and vulnerable.

Christ is core to the what we do and how we do it and 
in the love and care we show and receive from one 
another.

In this Christ-mas time the Infant Saviour gives us the 
grace of joy, love and hope, to keep on, keeping on...

In this Christ-mas time, across our Christ based family 
of Mary Aikenhead Ministries we shall continue to walk 
with one another and ‘adore our Infant Saviour’ in 
thanks for the love, joy and hope Christ continues to 
give through each one of us.

Christ-mas Blessings.

Prof. Peter Howard
Trustee, Mary Aikenhead Ministries

Christ-mas Thoughts      

Mr Richard Haddock with the SVPHG team

“Let us with the devout shepherds adore our Infant 
Saviour with simplicity and jubilation”  
(Mary Aikenhead - December 25)
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St Vincent’s Private Hospital     
Griffith

Christ-mas Thoughts      

Merry Christmas

We could all be mistaken for thinking 2020 
has been one long Lent – a time of reflection, 
sacrifice, and withdrawal.  This year has presented 
challenges, provided opportunity for sacrifices, 
delivered loss, and made the call to service even 
greater for everybody.

Mary Aikenhead Ministries was established not to 
retrace the steps of the founding Congregation 
of the Sisters of Charity, but to walk forward with 
the Mission and participate in a greater future.  
This year has given us all the chance to see how 
our Ministries are delivering the Mission in new, 
innovative, and deeply meaningful ways.

We are a ‘community of communities’ in MAM 
and in the Church. We seek to live the Gospels, 
bringing Jesus’ message of hope, compassion, 
justice, and love to all. We have been given 
ample opportunity to live our Mission this year. 
At the heart of everything we do are not the 
institutions or buildings we operate from, but 
the people we serve.  Sometimes our best service 
is to the person next to us.  

There are countless stories of selfless service, 
of placing the compassionate care of others at 
the heart of our schools, hospitals, aged care 
facilities, research institutes and pastoral works. 
You were all required to pivot at a moment’s 
notice, innovate dramatically and without the 
knowledge of what the future would hold.  All 
of this was done as each staff member, family, 
student and patient were experiencing significant 
personal upheaval in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic. You are all to be recognised and 
congratulated for your demonstration of the 
Gospel values in such selfless ways and difficult 
times.

We now enter Advent – a time of waiting, hope 
and anticipation. We can see a better, gentler 
future where the baby Jesus enters our lives 
to bring hope, peace, joy, and healing. We all 
rejoice at the birth of Christ.

God came to us as a baby, but first asked the 
permission of Mary.  Christ’s birth is a concrete 
demonstration of our free will, our freedom to do 
good and embrace hope. 2020 has shown this 
freedom is alive in the works of Mary Aikenhead 
Ministries.

As the difficulties of 2020 end, please take the 
time to pray, reflect and heal. This year has 
changed us all, in ways we have seen and other 
ways not yet known. 

The Trustees wish everyone a happy and blessed 
Christmas.  We are certain 2021 will bring new 
and renewed challenges.  Our thoughts and 
prayers remain with each of you as you live the 
Mission of Mary Aikenhead Ministries in a real 
and tangible way for a world in need of love, 
hope, compassion, and justice. 

God bless.

Ms Penelope Wright
Trustee, Mary Aikenhead Ministries

Privacy Statement Mary Aikenhead Ministries have a privacy policy statement detailing how personal information is managed, pursuant to the Privacy Act 1988 and the 
Privacy Amendment (Private Sector) Act 2000. People receiving this newsletter via email will have their names on our database. This list is not used for any other purpose and 
will not be given to any other organisation. If you would like your name removed from this list, please contact our office.
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“God is love and those who abide in love abide in God”  
(1 Jn 4:16)


