MARY

AIKENHEAD
MINISTRIES

CALLED TO STEWARDSHIP — A CARE OF THE EARTH STATEMENT

“In discovering God’s presence in all creation, fu]])/ recognising it, we may feel and know ourselves to
be responsible for this common home where God invites us to care for, respect and protect life in all

its forms and possibilities.” Pope Leo XIV'

More than ten years on from Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato si’ (2015),? the
Trustees of Mary Aikenhead Ministries affirm the diligence and good practices evident
throughout our education, health and aged-care ministries. We recognise that care for
the Earth and the cry of the poor remain central to our mission. We are called to enliven
and affirm the ecological and social justice principles that ground Laudato si,
strengthening our commitment to stewardship and integral ecology.

OUR BELIEF: SACREDNESS OF CREATION
“God saw everything that God had made, and indeed, it was very good.”3

Creation reflects God’s enduring goodness and is deserving of reverence, protection
and gratitude. We are called to honour and preserve this goodness so that Earth
remains a place of life, beauty and justice for all — now and for future generations.

As stewards of creation, our role is one of care, responsibility and mutual relationship
with the environment and all living kind.* The natural world is sacred, just as our human
identities within creation are sacred. We are called to cultivate harmony with the Earth
and to nurture a deep respect for all living beings.

OUR GUIDANCE: WISDOM & HERITAGE

Our commitment to care for the Earth is grounded in Scripture, informed by the
teachings of the Church, inspired by the spirit and heritage of the Sisters of Charity,
and guided by Catholic Social Teaching. This includes the wisdom of Pope Francis’
Laudato si’, which affirms the interconnectedness of all creation and the moral
imperative to care for our common home. Pope Leo XIV also highlights the
relationships of respect and reciprocity with the natural world — relationships that
ensure just access to the planet’s finite resources and that support the sustainability
of the natural environment.®

We respectfully acknowledge the spirituality and deep connection of First Nations
Peoples with the land, waters, sky and all living things. Their enduring wisdom as
Custodians reflects a profound respect for all life in all its forms, inspiring us to learn
from this heritage and to deepen our own commitment to respect and care for creation.

1 Pope Leo X1V, September 2025, World Prayer Network

2 Pope Francis, 2015, Laudato si’: On Care for Our Common Home [Encyclical]

3 Genesis 1:31

4 Catechism of the Catholic Church, §§2415-2418

5 M Sanders in Forbes, May 2025, Ways Pope Leo XIV will lead on climate justice and sustainability



Empowered by our faith tradition and informed by the example of First Nations
Peoples, we strive to live in harmony with creation and to foster a reverence for all life
that shapes our actions and strengthens our shared responsibility for the Earth.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY: PEOPLE & PLANET TOGETHER

We affirm that care of the Earth and the cry of the poor remain at the heart of our
mission. We recognise that respect for the natural world and love for our fellow people
go hand in hand.

Pope Francis reminded us that “the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor must be
heard together’® as the poor and vulnerable suffer disproportionately from
environmental harm.” In response, we strive to uphold the dignity of every person by
advocating for fair and ethical policies that prioritise the needs of the marginalised and
vulnerable. Through our ongoing commitment to preferential care for the poor, we
support initiatives that address inequality and environmental harm, advocating to
advance justice for people and planet alike.

OUR FUTURE: ACTING FOR TOMORROW

Pope Francis called us to an “ecological conversion”® of both mindset and action. This
call challenges us to embrace a long-term vision for ecological stewardship and to live
with a deepened awareness of our responsibility to sustain the Earth.®

We are called to enliven the ecological and social justice principles expressed in
Laudato si’, allowing them to shape and guide our decisions.°

We affirm our commitment to ongoing engagement and collaboration with key
stakeholders to foster a culture of ecological care — a culture that places sustainability
at the heart of the mission and operations of our ministries.

We strive to stand in solidarity with global initiatives that recognise the dignity of every
person and that promote ethical environmental protection, economic justice and a
culture of peace. These initiatives remind us that the wellbeing of people, the planet
and future generations are deeply interdependent.’?

We seek God’s wisdom in making just and sustainable decisions that honour the
dignity of all life.

May we act with faith, courage and hope, ensuring our stewardship reflects a deep
and enduring commitment to protecting all God’s creation.

“Let what is good and given to us from the hand of God,
be prized and practiced; time will prove its value.”

Everyday Wisdom of Venerable Mary Aikenhead

6 Laudato si’, 49.

7 Laudato si’, 25

8 Laudato si’, 217

9 Laudato si’, 22.

10 Laudato si’, 160

11 Instrumentum Laboris for the Synod on Synodality, Vatican 2023, Section B1.2
12 The Earth Charter, 2000
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